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The Green House

Sustainable housing

he Green House will
change the way you
think about your
house and your role in
reducing the Greenhouse
Effect and Global Warming.

The Cities of Armadale and
Gosnells and Serpentine
Jarrahdale Shire are working
together as the South East
Regional Energy Group (SEREG)
to promote energy and resource
efficiency and greenhouse gas
reduction. As part of the switch
your  thinking!  programme
SEREG has just completed an
exciting and innovative project.
The Green House is a retrofitted
existing dwelling in Maddington
and is a showcase of sustainability,
especially in energy efficiency, but
also in water and waste efficiency.

There has been a lot of attention
and publicity given to energy effi-
ciency in new homes, but little to
renovations, which comprise more
than 80% of building activity in
Australia. SEREG decided that it
was time something was done to
help people who wanted to invest

Opens this
Saturday
1 July at

1lam!

in energy and water efficiency
when they renovated their existing
home.

The Green House, located at 23
Willow Way Maddington, is a
1970s double brick and tile home
representative of many in the
region. The house was built with
little consideration of environmen-
tal performance. As a result, the
house was uncomfortably hot in
summer and unbearably cold in
winter. Electricity and gas use and
costs to heat and cool the house
were a drain on the household
budget, but also cost the Earth
through greenhouse gas emissions.

The Green House has been retro-
fitted specifically for this project by
local contractors and, wherever
possible, with local products to
demonstrate that sustainable energy
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and water efficient house retrofits
are easy, affordable, and attractive.

SEREG Chair Councillor Pat
Hart explains “We hope that the
successful retrofitting of an older,
existing home will show the local
community that the environmental
and financial performance of exist-
ing residential dwellings can be
substantially and cost-effectively
improved by addressing a few sim-
ple areas”.

“Retrofitting of The Green House

has been kept mainstream and
practical, to be easily replicated
with the emphasis on the promo-
tion and display of the energy and
water efficient features.”

The orientation of the block and
the sun’s seasonal impact on the
house, and the existing layout of
the house have been factored into
the retrofit, with a focus on
improving comfort levels and
reducing the need for additional
heating and cooling. The house
also has a strong focus on water
efficiency. The Green House
demonstrates a variety of readily
available energy and water saving
technologies, from compact fluo-
rescent down lights to grey-water
recycling and sub-strata irrigation.

The Green House will be open to
the public for twelve to eighteen
months as an educational tool and
source of information on afford-
able sustainable retrofitting.

Gosnells Mayor Cr Pat Morris
said “The City of Gosnells is excit-
ed to be hosting this excellent
switch your thinking! initiative,
the first of its kind in the Perth
metropolitan area”.

on a budget!

“The Green House demonstrates
that any style of home, regardless
of age and location, can be suc-
cessfully retrofitted with energy
efficient and waterwise features —
which in turn will help reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from
household energy use”, she added.

The Green House will be official-
ly opened by the Mayor of
Gosnells on Saturday 1 July 2006
at l1lam. There will be a free
sausage sizzle for visitors, and free
giveaways for both adults and
kids. Visitors to The Green House
on the opening day will have the
opportunity to win a $1000 insula-
tion voucher from programme
sponsor Cool or Cosy.

The Green House will be open to
the public on Saturdays from
Ilam — 4pm and Wednesdays
from 1pm — 5pm. Viewing at other
times can be arranged by contact-
ing the Regional Greenhouse
Coordinator, Mr Jason Menzies on
9391 6032.

For more information on The
Green House or any other Switch
your thinking! initiative visit
www.switchyourthinking.com
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